CASL PARTICIPATES IN THE LAUNCH OF HIV-FREE GENERATION KENYA
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Saturday 6th of December 2008 was a memorable day for the youth of Nairobi. It was by far the biggest concert ever held in this place, why you ask? Because it was FREE and secondly it was held DURING THE DAY, so every Tommette, Dickette and Harriette was able to make it to the Uhuru Gardens.  The show was aired live on Kenya’s leading televisions.
Never mind that no one really understood what Generation Jipange was all about since they did not ‘PANGA’(Take Control) themselves well but I must say those who went there for entertainment enjoyed themselves immensely. A total of14 Kenyan local artist performed during the event. Suffice it to say that many of these performing artists did not know what it was about and most of them thought it was a movement for the youth to keep themselves healthy and to go for Voluntary Counselling and Training (VCT) to know their HIV status.
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Among the HIV/AIDS awareness organizations that was invited to participate in this event was Capital Area Soccer League, CASL.A group of 16 CASL peer educators took advantage of the crowd and soccer games to pass on HIV/AIDS messages targeting the under 14 and 16 youth both boys and girls who attended the event.  The event created a bee-hive of activities along side the GRS HIV/AIDS prevention activities.
A total of 500 youth underwent through 3 GRS activities: FIND THE BALL (participants form two teams 5m apart facing one another. Team-mates stand shoulder to shoulder (like a wall in soccer), and put their hands behind them. Members of each team pass a ball hand-to-hand behind them so the other team cannot see the ball. Coach says “stop” and walks behind each team to identify who is holding the ball. One participant guesses which participant is holding the ball on the other team, and the coach/peer educator acts as a soccer announcer as guessing goes back and forth until somebody finds the ball (scores a goal).Teams play again and the first team to score wins two goals. After this students engage themselves in discussion putting in consideration HIV/AIDS life situation with 3 key messages that: You cannot tell if someone has HIV by looking at him/her, The only way for someone to know his/her status is to go for HIV testing, You can get tested for HIV at voluntary counselling and testing (VCT) centres, hospitals and clinics. Other activities done were, RISK FIELD and MY SUPPORTERS.
Additionally, all the youth who did all these activities agreed to know their status by visiting the near by VCT centres… (Pic of youth going for VCT
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CASL is very much proud of its partners including the Global Giving for its unwavering contribution and support towards its GRS HIV/AIDS intervention program with the youth. It’s through your continuous generous contribution that we have been able to graduate 3,700 students/youth with this health messages. As CASL is on its campaign trail of graduating 5000 students by the year 2010, we hope that the contribution will enable us achieve this goal.
